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With the end of summer in digt it 6s t ir re@rt dnourrenténtermdt h e
mineratdealing actionThat action seems busyough, maybe evdsusierthan usual in
a kind of compensatory way, since, as we know, 2020 has been a bleak year indeed for
mineralshows The pandemic has wapauwMires$howl at e Jur
altogether,along with many other smaller shows in the US and Eurapd, it has

brought about major downszi ngs i n Denver and Muni ch, an
furnish the usual gabby reports on those shows in the print magaziteeaderill

at leastget to enjoyWe nd e | | swHil-il IslonHt sdaobewd fieport in Sep
October 2020.

Thewipeout of inperson shows is not total: the Colorado Mineral and Fossil Show at
the Crowne Plaza Hotel (near the Denver airpsrtill on for September 115, and
from October 29 to November 3 there will semethingike the usual big event at the
Munich Trade Fair Center, although itdés | i ke
be way down. Meanwhi l e, | et Uus not despair;
our masks and washing our hands) that when
effective vaccine will have come along and will be being distributed widely. Until then
there is, of course, the Internet to help us pursue the extremely important purpose of
shopping for mineral specimens

www.MineralogicalRecord.com ©2011 The Mineralogical Record, Inc.


http://www.mineralogicalrecord.com/
mailto:TPMoore1@cox.net

Yo===m==mmm=mm==== —=== —=== = === === == ==,

Our JulyAugust 2020 issue contains an article by Wendell Wilson on the Japanese
collector/dealer/photographer/saxophonaypl Kiyoshi Kiikuni, whosedeakrship is
caledKkey 6s Mkegsml aeral socam) hedMr knikevyn, t o hi s
connoisseur of elegant thumbnail and sraithiaturesize specimens, and if (like me)
you fancy such s pe atreatetoperuse this websteshictd likée f i nd i
the items it offersis small but elegant. A August 9 fANew Additionso
gallery of flamboyantly colored arsenates (mosithamite) from the Ojuela mine. The
sterling pale purple example shown here cos
solely in yen, s ot thg daily @&tchangé rate; @s of tod®gdd® c k o u
yen is about $615).

Adamite, 2.2 cm, from the Ojuela mine, Mapi m2z, Dur an
photo
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Mr . Key certainly has some exquicsaindet t huml
resist showing you a classic German one forwhh he asks 58, 000 yen |
fluorapatite/fluorite " c ombi nati ondo piece from the Saube
Obersachseni . e . Upper Saxony in the Erzgebirge (
East German§ is a wondrous thing which will become more and mdra oarity as
time goeduy. The Sauberg tin/tungsten mine closed for good wheBénken Wall came
down in 1990, having produced many fine things for centuries before that.

Fluorapatite and Fluorite, 2.3 cm, from the Sauberg mine, Ehrenfriedersdorf, Saxony, Germany.
Keyds Minerals specimen and photo.
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Jordi Fabre ofFabre Minerals(fabreminerals.com) has always been a significant
presence at the Sthlarie-auxMines Show in late June, arliig year he dealt creatively
with the showds cancell-Maroe BhWowanohnndia
complete with yotarethere pictures and videos of that colorful scene. Then, forging on
into August, Jordi ratwo later updates to offer sonw®lorful new material, including,
on August 27, eight lovely specimenssafepter amethystcollected in 2018 from the
Chibuku mine, Zambezi Valley, Mashonaland West, Zimbabwe. The specimens are
loose, sceptetipped prisms, the transparent, lustrous saspsthowing bt amethystine
and smoky area3hey range in size from 4 to 8.3 cm and in price from $117 to $341.

Amethyst, 4.7 cm, from the Chibuku mine, Zambezi Valley,
Mashonaland West, Zimbabwe. Fabre Minerals specimen and photo.
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Al s o isrAuglisb 27 dpdaie he has four miniatures showing sharp, lustrous, deep
blackish green crystals 6bethenite to more than 1 cm oamatrix of finegrained gray
argillite, from the Rokana mine near Kitwe, Copperbelt Province, Zamlbie. fefers to
the Rokana minast h e A Nk & rsame thingFar & full report on the locality see
the article by Korowski and Notebaart in Novembacember 1978.) Probably this is
the worl ddéds best |l ocality for | ibetehenit e,
have hit the general market (as far as | know) sindee mi neds heyday in
Jordi reports that his four miniatures were collected in June 1976. Oh yes, and there are
also two fine thumbnails of Rokana mine libethenite: loose, glittering, ratdnlly green
crystal clusters which were once part of the Robert Noble colléctxaellent
thumbnails from whiclhavc beenshownecent |l y i n pginger al of Jord

Mendola paet

Libethenite, 3.6 cm, from the Nkana/Rokana] Libethenite, 2.3 cm, from the Nkana [Rokana]
mine, Mindola pit, Kitwe, Copperbelt Province, mine, Mindola pit, Kitwe, Copperbelt Province,
Zambia. Fabre Minerals specimen and photo. Zambia. Ex Robert Noble collection. Fabre

Minerals specimen and photo.
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From the 208 Munich Show | reported that Tomasz PraszkieBpirifer Minerals
(spiriferminerals.com) had brought in some g@pthalerite specimens from a famous
locality never famous before fdhat species: the Bouismas mine in the Bou Azzer
district, Ouarzazate Bvince, Morocco. Sphalerite specimens much like the 2018 ones
(which Tomasz released to Jordi Fabre) are now up for sale dptheer site, these
said to be from the nearby Ait Ahmane mine in the Bou Azzer district. This sphalerite
comes as loose, lustrs, somewhat crude crystals and tight crystal clusters which look
dark brown, almost black, in daylight or frontal lamplight but which strong backlighting
turns to a flashy, gemmy orargeown.

Sphalerite, 3.1 cm, from the Ait Ahmane mine, Same specimen with backlighting.
Bou Azzer district, Ouarzazate, Morocco.
Spirifer Minerals specimen and photo.
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From the same locajitcome sphalerite specimens that look entirely different, with
crystals which are bright greenish yellow and gemmyeen i n finatur al o
loose yellowgreen crystals measuring under 2 cm are now on the Spirifer site, but the
miniaturesize matrix specimens on the site are much more impressive, ashthey s
aggregations of greenish yellogphalerite crystals on quz crystals which have
uniform coatings of snowvhite talc,accented here and there by metallgray spots of
I6llingite. Sphalerite so iropoor as to be yellow is quite rare, known of old mainly as
some antique Franklin, New Jersey examples and rgcastbpecimens from hie
Huanggangmining complex in Inner Mongolia, China. These new yelipwen
Moroccan specimens measure up quite nicely to their predecessors, and they seem
promising for the future.

t.

Sphalerite, 4.5 cm, from the Ait Ahmane mie, Bou Azzer district, Ouarzazate Province, Morocco.
Spirifer Minerals specimen and photo.
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A June update on the site Bich Minerals(mchminerals.com) shows some striking
bournonite specimens lately taken from one of the polymetallic mines ap Tra ,
Mitrovica, Kosovo. A few similat ooki ng Trepl a bournonites car
Show (see thatreportinMayune 2020), where they were over
plethora of fabulous bournonites from the mines of the Viloco district, Bolivia.
Nevertheless the Trepla pieces are topnotch
large miniatures on thiglch Mineralswe bsi t e, sai d to come from i
show abundant sharp, lustrous metallic black bournonite cogwheels to 2.5 crmgperchi
lightly on matrix of massive pyrite with sparkling surfaces of drusy pyrite and little
crystals of white calcite and black sphalerite in attendance.

Bournonite, 7 cm, from Trepl a, Mitrovica, Kosovo.
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The same Junklich Mineralsupdate has two juiclooking bright purple miniatures
of coquimbite from the finds of 2002010 in the Javier mine, Ayacucho Department,
Peru. Againsome overshadowing has occurre@é c ent | y : ités now | i kel
the coquimbite spcimens found in December 2018 in the Monte Arsiccio mine,
Tuscany, Italy (see the 2019 Munich Show report in Makphl 2020) are even better
than their Peruvian cousins. But the latter are growing scarce on the market, and these of
theMch dealership a exceptional for the occurrence and for the species.

Coquimbite, 5 cm, from the Javier mine, Huachuas, Lucanas Province, Ayacucho Department,
Peru. Mch Minerals specimen and photo.
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Then there is thA&ugustupdate on thdich Mineralssite, with along, generous page
full of very attractive things from Panasqueira, Portugal. Unsurprisingly this Spanish
dealership has specialized all along in emals from Panasqueira, but tinewest
selection is especially tempting. Besides many fine specimensarffiatite, siderite,
quartz, cassiterite, etc. from Panasqueira, there is a brilliamh @§roup of platy
ferberite crystals:

Ferberite, 6 cm, from Panasqueira, Portugal. Mch Minerals specimen and photo.
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And the bountiful Panasqueira selectiorthafch Mineralscontains, as well, many
examples ofluorite (known only lately as a major Panasqueira species), of which the
oddest and most aesthetic is a6 cluster of frosty purpleubododecahedrdluorite
crystals interspersed with little browidsrite saddles:

Fluorite with Siderite, 6.5 cm, from Panasqueira, Portugal. Mch Minerals specimen and photo.
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Speaking ofluorite , longtime Arizona dealer Mike Shannorslaaquired ten flats of
fine specimens of greeca ahedr al fluorite, thumbnail
to $450, which have emerged receritym the Gila FluorspaDistrict near Silver City,
Grant County, New Mexico. Mike does not have a website, but his dealership has a new
name, Shannon Family Minerals and he can be contacted via-mail:
xlhunter@msn.comMike would alsolike us to know that in Jul2020,Shannon Family
Minerals assumed ownership of the formilineralogical Research Companwhose
proprietor, Sharon Cisneros, is raigifrom the mineral business. Let us hope that the
Shannon family wil!/ mai nt ai n t-didecongpany on g
for offering well selected, well documented specimens from a huge inventory of
worldwide occurrences classic and moderiugpa big menu of back issues of the
Mineralogical Recor)l Meanwhile try contacting Mike about those New Mexico
fluorites:

Fluorite, 23 cm, from the Gila Fluorspar district, Silver City, Grant County, New Mexico. Shannon
Family Minerals specimen andphoto.
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Still speaking offluorite, in 2010, in the famed Okorusu fluorite mine in Namibia,
there was a pocket find which yielded beautiful flat plates of exoed fluorite
crystals. To quote the description in my report on the 2017 Tucson ShowJ(Way
2017) , AThe specimens consi st of very thi
octahedral fluorite crystals, each crystal about 1.5 cm on edge, the plates measuring
from 5 to 20 cm across. Large cube faces modify each octahedron, and strong
backlighing causes these square cube faces to glow in deep purple whereas the
octahedral faces around them are colorl ess.
Pocket, 0o and It was Pol i sSpirifeP Minedalswho Tomas z
supervised the yeatsng process of preparing the specimens (involving removing the
matrix to show the translucency of the plates), and likewise Tomasz was the dealer who
brought about 40 pieces to Tucson in 2017. Now, though, some remainders from this
tenyearold find of verydramatic fluorite are with Rob Lavinsky dthe Arkenstone
(irocks.com), and Rob shows ten of them (si
h ol d 0 )Arkenstoneposting of August 6. They are all cabis&te specimens, and
the ones still unsold ¢aof the end of August) are priced from $3,500 to $9,000.

Fluorite, 7.4 cm, from the Okorusu mine, Otjiwarongo, Namibia. The Arkenstone specimen and
photo.
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Cairoli Fine Minerals(cairolifineminerals.com) is an Italian dealership being noted
herefot he first time in a Awhatds newo online
website the dealership offers, for one thing, a fine lot of specimens of the
aforementioned bournonite from the Viboras district, Bolivia, and, for another, many
miniaturesof the newly discoveredivianite from the Rosia Poieni mine, Lupsa, Alba
Province, Romania. | first saw a little family of these fine vivianites with Anton Watz| at
the 2019 SteMarie-auxMines Show (see Septemb@ctober 2019), and they have
conthuedé show up since then, but since you ca
might as well pick up your new Romanian vivianite fr&airoli, on which website
there are many excellent ones. The prismatic crystals arelér@sihg, transparent and
blue-green (nore green than blue), and attached to some of the clusters are-geayent
shards of the breccia in which the deposit oagulge shards are ugly but they help
render specimens from this occurrenctidctive. The materialsigetting pricierthan it
wasoriginally: for the specimen shown he@airoliasks3, 6 00 Euros (a $4300)

Vivianite, 7.5 cm, from the Rosia Poieni mine, Lupsa, Alba Province, Romania. Cairoli Fine
Minerals specimen and photo.
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Also on theCairoli Fine Mineralswebsite are four very finsulfur specimens mined
about 40 years agodm the now inactive Cozzodisi mine, Casteltermini, Agrigento
Province, Sicily, Italy (for the scoop on this mine, and on Sicilian sulfur in general, see
the article by Pagano and Wilson in Mawpril 2012). These still very freslooking
specimens showharp, transparent sulfur crystals to almost 5 cm on matrtk just a
touch of bitumen guaranteeing that the specimen is not afiethe barrelgrown
examplesproduced by Dr. Martinetsée Renato Pagaisoarticle fArtificial Sicilian
sulfur0 in the MarchApril 2002 issue)the one shown below has a price tag of 3,100
Euros (& $3700).

Sulfur, 5.5 cm, from the Cozzodisi mine, Casteltermini, Agrigento Province, Sicily, Italy. Cairoli
Fine Minerals specimen and phto.

Another Iltalian dealership called, not too surprisinglitalian Minerals
(italianminerals.com)specializes in minerals from the island of Elba: regular visitors to
the website may always count on finding elbaite and other pegmatite mineraldiérom t
Monte Capanne area of western Elba, as well as pyrite and hematite from the iron mines
of eastern Elba, scattered about the pages. Some of these specimens are old and some
are new, some are extremely fine awags some ar
interesting to check in with this great locality where the history of mineral digging goes
back many centuries (even Napoleon is said to have participated a little, during his brief
Elban exile). An August update on th@lian Mineralssite has & Th u mb ai | Speci ¢
P a geactually 9 pages, with 111 thumbnaized specime@swhere some quite
unexpected things both from Elba and from elsewhere hide out. | was intrigued to find,
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for example, a cluster of colorless, highly lustrous although corrodethlsrgdpetalite
from San Piero, EIl ba, for only 90 I[Euros
i moder n, gthatitcame fromrone of the two pegmatite veins discovered around
1990 near the village of San Pierdccording b Elba aficionad Federico Pezzotta,

these veins produced gosgecimens opetaliteaswell aselbaite

Petalite, 3 cm, from San Piero, Isle of Elba, Tuscany, Italy. Italian Minerals
specimen and photo.
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And if youreallyd on 6t mi nd c ol paislokerare speciess that samet h u mb

AThumbnai l Speci al P a dgtalian Mineralsimigte entica gou s t upda
with its three excellent, highly aesthetic specimenfiahbergite from the Sahatany
Valley of Madagascar, all showing sharp, well termidgigsmatic crystals to 1.2 cm in
jackstraw clusters. The best of the three, p
Hambergite, 2 c¢cm, from the Tampobny Il apa vein, Saha

Minerals specimen and photo.

Mike Keim of Marin Mineral Company(marinmineral.com) is a webnly dealer
who hasheverset up at mineral shows, and he updates his site frequently, so he must be
a busy fellow these days, less hobbled by the pandemic than most. His material is

17
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Ami scedd almetoui n gener al I tds excellent
and these are among the reasons why | have fedlagd quite often in these reports.
Since Mikebs updates come quickly and
altemdy iis the ol dest one on the site,
miniature with rare, sharpornite crystals on matrix from Dzhezkazgan, Kazakhstan.

Bornite, 3.5 cm, from Dzhezkazgan, Kazakhstan. Marin Mineral Company specimen and pko.
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